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GIUSEPPE PEANO. By Hubert C. Kennedy. Base1 (Birkhguser Verlag) 
31 p. (Beiheft 14 of Elemente der Mathematik) 
Reviewed by Toshio Umezawa 
Sizuoka University, Japan 
This is a detailed biography of the noted Italian mathema- 
tician, Giuseppe Peano, written in German and largely amplified, 
as compared with the biographical sketch in a former book of the 
author t Selected Works of Giuseppe Peano [University of Toronto 
Press, 1973). Contents are: Einleitung, Kindheit, Studentenjahre 
(1876-1880), Assistentenzeit (1880-1890), Ausserordentlicher 
Professor (1891-1895), Der erste internationale blathematikerkongress, 
Paris 1900, Latin0 sine flexione (Latin without grammar), Academia 
pro interlingua, Kriegsjahre und Nachkriegszeit, and Schluss- 
betrachtungen. It also contains a portrait, a bibliographical 
comment, and a facsimile of a letter of Peano to Bertrand Russell. 
The first two sections after the introduction contain the 
vivid descriptions about the childhood and schooldays of Peano 
with activity of professors at University of Turin. The next 
two sections treat the most outstanding contributions Peano made 
to mathematics when he was an assistant, 1880-1890, andan extra- 
professor, 1891-1895, and they explain the historical meaning 
of Peano’s works. The following two sections show the activity 
of Peano and his collaborators at international congresses of 
mathematics and of philosophy . The description of the meeting 
of Russell and Peano at the Paris Philosophical Congress of 1900 
is very interesting. 
After 1903, Peano began to show a shift of interest to an 
international auxiliary language. The sections about Latin0 sine 
flexione and academia pro interlingua describe this activity. 
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Peano endeavoured to revive the old Volapiik Academy as a new 
academy, later renamed “Academia pro interlingua,” and his re- 
peated efforts to report at mathematical congresses in his latino 
sine flexione finally succeeded at the Toronto congress of 1924. 
In addition, Peano’s efforts concerning the publication of 
his work “Formulaire de math.5matiques,” (later renamed “Formulaire 
mathgmatique, ” “Formulario mathematico”) ~01s. 1-5 are mentioned 
in several paragraphs. 
This book has little overlap with the above mentioned 
biographical sketch except the essential biographical details. 
The reviewer recommends it to everyone interested in the life 
and works of Peano. 
RAPPORT HISTORIQUE SUR LES PROGRiS DES SCIENCES MATHiMATIQUES 
DEPUIS 1789, ET SUR LEUR ETAT ACTUEL, ETC. By <J.B.J. 
Delambre. Reprint of the original Paris edition of 1810. 
Amsterdam (B. M. IsraBl). 1966. viii+362 pp. 
Reviewed by Philip C. Enros 
University of Toronto 
Napoleon, in 1802, charged the Institut National de France 
with preparing a review of the progress and state of the sciences, 
literature and the arts since 1789. In 1808 the mathematical 
sciences section of the Institut was the first to present its 
report, which was prepared by its secretaire perpgtuel, Jean 
Baptiste Delambre. The present work is a reprint of the first 
publication in 1810. [l] The reprint has two flaws, the lack 
of a name index and of an introduction. A name index is re- 
quired if the book is to be useful as a reference, since one 
often finds an individual mentioned in various places throughout 
the book. This is a result of Delambre’s style of writing 
history, which consists in arranging under the headings of the 
topics of each mathematical science the progress, that is, work, 
in that area. As in his Histoire de l'Astronomie, Delambre lists 
the events with little, if any, historical discussion. To remedy 
this defect I have prepared a name index (HM 3, 321-324). An 
introduction to the reprint would also have been most welcome 
to both the specialist and general reader-[21 TheRapportHistor- 
ique mentions nearly all the events of the period 1789-1808 which 
later histories, such as Kline’s Mathematical thought from ancient 
to modern times (New York, 1972), have recognized as important. 
Thus, for instance, there are references to Gauss’s Disquisitiones 
Arithmeticae (1801), Ruffini’s work in algebra, Mange’s on des- 
criptive geometry, the attempt at an algebraic foundation for the 
calculus by Lagrange, Lacroix’s various treatises, and the many 
works of Legengre and Laplace. There are, however, also a few 
omissions such as Argand’s work on the geometrical representation 
